
 

 

  

 

Belt Buckle Challenge  

When Bruce Evans and his team of volunteer medical 

students and retirees started Camp Wapiyapi (the Lakota 

word for “Healing”) as a traditional, fun-filled summer 

camp for kids fighting pediatric cancer and their siblings, 

they weren’t sure what they were getting into. But he knew 

he was hooked when he witnessed the extraordinary 

bravery the kids showed, whether talking about their treatment, sharing their fears around the 

campfire, or tackling the High Ropes Course. For the next 31 years, Dr. Evans has been committed 

to what the kids nicknamed "The Best Week of the Year", recruiting fellow volunteers, serving as 

camp director or on the Board of Directors, and now assembling a team of fellow Colorado 

sporting clays shooters to help him create an event series to raise funds for the camp. “I think 

Camp Wapiyapi chose me.  If we are lucky, we find 

something on life's journey that we know we were 

meant to do, to help with in whatever way we can,” said 

Dr. Evans. 

The camp now serves over 100 kids and is unique in 

that it includes their siblings too. “Siblings of cancer 

kids usually get the short end of the stick, which makes 

sense when you think about it.  Mom and dad have to 

focus on their child with cancer; the treatments, the 

emotional support, the hospitalizations.  And the 
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finances can quickly become overwhelming.  So, 

siblings of sick kids muddle through, but often feel 

left out,” Dr. Evans added. 

The Belt Buckle Challenge Series will feature three 

shoots: 

- July 19, 2025 - Silver Creek Sporting Club 

- August 23, 2025 - Colorado Clays 

-  September 20, 2025 - Kiowa Creek Sporting Club 

The series culminates in a shoot off on the final event at Kiowa Creek. Dr. Evans hopes that each 

of the three shoots is a really great time for each shooter and for each sponsored squad.  “We'll 

have lots of station prizes, shooting games, drawings for bigger prizes, great food and live Rock-a-

Billy music at each lunch.” The individual and team high over all winners will earn custom belt 

buckles designed by Molly’s Custom Silver. 

 “I've met the most generous and fun-loving people out on our local ranges.  And sporting clays 

shooters prove that we support good causes by stepping up for charity shoots,” Dr. Evans noted. 

He and his team of volunteers have designed and produced a website, marketing collateral, 

social media strategy, and are currently soliciting sponsors and donors. All the participating clubs 

have collaborated to avoid conflicts. “It has really  

been a team effort”. 

Dr. Evans thinks that “if all the shooters and the volunteers have a great time, then The Belt 

Buckle Challenge Series will be a success.  And it would be really nice to make enough for a big 

donation to Camp Wapiyapi.  I believe we have to deliver fun, high-quality events to justify 

fundraising, and that's exactly what we will do.” 

For more information on the Belt Buckle Challenge Series, please visit 

https://bucklechallenge.org/. 

For more information on Camp Wapiyapi, please visit:  https://www.campwapiyapi.org/ or watch 

this video:  https://bucklechallenge.org/video/camp-wapiyapi.  
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