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Coming from a small town in Wisconsin to pursue her veterinary 

degree at Colorado State University Fort Collins, Sophie Zook 

wasn’t always sure she’d made the right decision.  

However, once she attended her first meeting of the CSU Shotgun 

Sports Club, Zook knew she’d found her community. After being part 

of the competitive team and club leadership for her entire 

undergraduate career, she’s affectionately known as “Mom” now 

that she is a graduate student.  “I’m the person who’s been around 

so long everyone comes to me to ask how we do stuff,” Zook said. 

 

“I’m the person who’s been around so long everyone comes to me 

to ask how we do stuff,” – Sophie Zook 

 
This experience came in handy as Zook and the other club leaders planned 

and held their annual Rams Invitational collegiate tournament the weekend 

of October 21 – 22. While this annual event has taken place for many years, 

it was paused during the pandemic.  

Now, the Rams Invitational is coming back strongly. 

In this year’s event, nearly 70 competitors from Colorado, 

Wyoming, Oklahoma, and Nebraska converged on Colorado 

Clays Shooting Park in Brighton, Colorado to compete in 

trap, skeet, doubles trap and sporting clays. What is 

distinctive about this event is that all facets of the  
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coordination and execution are handled by the student club 

members. From soliciting donations for raffles, to scoring and 

refilling trap machines, the event is a complete team effort. 

Not only do the club students put on 

the event, but they also excel at 

competing in it. The CSU team took 

second in overall team score, first in trap, and first in sporting clays.  

Zook is looking forward to continuing her involvement with the club and their 

competitive success.  

“The club is the reason I stayed at CSU - they are my family,” she said.  

For more information on the CSU Shotgun Sports Club or Rams Invitational, contact 

colostateshotgun@gmail.com.  
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