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SHOOTER PROFILE

E ven though it’s 
been 20 years since 
Executive Council 

member Chris Higgins was 
introduced to sporting clays, 
his passion for the game has 
not dwindled one iota. 

“I started shooting sport-
ing clays on a recreational 
basis in 2003,” he remi-
nisced. “I bought a mem-
bership at Kiowa Creek 
Sporting Club in Bennett, 
Colorado, that included 
a free lesson with Warren 
Watson, a well-known shoot-
er and coach at the time 
here in Colorado. After that 
first lesson with Warren, I 
was officially hooked — or 
some might say addicted!”

Later that year, Chris shot 
his first registered tourna-
ment and never looked 
back.   

“I also love to shoot FIT-
ASC, primarily old-style,” 
Chris noted. “I know new-
style allows more people to 
compete, but I think some-
thing’s lost by not shoot-
ing three pegs on the same 
traps. I call Super Sporting 
‘new-style FITASC without 
the rules’ and shoot it when-
ever it’s offered. It’s a good 
way to warm up for large 
events.

“When Nationals is over 
in the fall, my 12-gauge 
gets a break for awhile and 
my 28-gauge becomes my 
primary shotgun,” said 
Chris. “It’s time for Max 

and Chloe, my two German 
wirehaired pointers, to go 
hunting for quail and other 
game birds.” 

Chris is just as passionate 
about pursuing upland birds 
as he is about crushing clays. 

“There’s nothing like 
hunting over my dogs and 
watching them work, espe-
cially when they are honor-
ing each other’s points,” he 
explained. “Hunting with 
my daughter and my friends 
creates memories we’ll cher-
ish forever. In the end, it’s 
not about the birds harvest-
ed, but about the time spent 
afield with friends, family 
and especially the dogs.”    

“Sporting clays is by far 
my favorite game, though,” 
Chris assured. “It’s a game 
of consistency in a world of 
chaos. The shooter is at the 
mercy of the target setter’s 
mind, with an endless com-
bination of presentations. 
Every station is a new op-
portunity for deception. To 
me, that’s the fun of sport-
ing clays — the endless com-
bination of targets, figuring 
them out, and then consist-
ently repeating the process 
as many times as necessary. 
When done right, it looks ef-
fortless. I love it when some-
body tells me ‘you made 
that look easy.’ They have 
no idea what turmoil was 
inside!” 

Chris enjoys the sport 
so much that he’s become 

involved in its governance, 
most recently on the NSCA 
Executive Council. 

“I believe that if you want 
to facilitate change, you 
must be part of the process 
and not just talk about it,” 
he said. “I’ve kept true to 
that notion throughout my 
sporting clays journey, serv-
ing as president of the Colo-
rado Sporting Clays Asso-
ciation for many years, and 
then as a National Delegate, 
which led to the opportunity 
to win a seat on the Execu-
tive Council. My time as 
president of the CSCA pro-
vided me with a strong un-
derstanding of what shoot-

ers and the sport need on a 
state level, and I wanted to 
bring that experience to the 
national level by becoming a 
part of the EC.” 

“I believe that being a 
part of the NSCA leader-
ship is being a servant to our 
membership, and I don’t 
take that lightly,” Chris 
emphasized. “To meet the 
needs of our membership, 
we must listen to what they 
say and act accordingly with 
thoughtfulness and discus-
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Chris Higgins enjoys sporting clays so much that he joined the 
NSCA Executive Council to help manage and grow the sport.
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p	Chris and his favorite 
28-gauge placed at Nationals in 
2019, a career highlight. 
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sion. It’s our members that 
make this sport great. My 
goal on the EC is to help 
implement changes and 
integrate new technology 
that will improve the over-
all shooter experience and 
grow our incredible sport.”

Chris believes the future 
of sporting clays is extremely 
bright. “These are exciting 
times for our sport,” he said. 
“We are seeing unprece-
dented attendance at events. 
The new Super Squad for-
mat helps level the play-
ing field by removing the 
variability of weather while 
allowing spectators to watch 
the sport’s top shooters com-
pete for the top spot.  

“Mark my words, we’ll see 
a lady National Champion 
in the very near future,” 
Chris predicted. “As for me, 
I want to continue to help 
others experience the enjoy-
ment and camaraderie that 
our sport is known for.”

 Chris credits his mentors 
with helping him discover 
the fun of sporting.  

“Warren Watson intro-

duced me to sporting clays 
and instilled a strong foun-
dation in shooting funda-
mentals. Most of all, he 
became a cherished friend 
and introduced me to quail 
hunting and bird dogs. We 
lost Warren a few years 
ago, and I had the honor of 
spreading some of his ashes 
on a quail hunt, which was 
one of his favorite pastimes.” 

“Wendell Cherry has 
helped refine my skills, tech-
niques and mental game 
through his instruction,” 
Chris continued. “Wendell 
has put up with me for near-
ly 20 years and is the reason 
for any successes I’ve had. I 
thank him for that.”

“Jon Kruger is an incred-
ible ambassador for our 
sport and has taught me 
more than anybody, espe-
cially how to enjoy myself 
during practice and compe-
tition. This game is sup-
posed to be fun, which is 
why most members partici-
pate. The real competition 
is with yourself — that’s the 
only part of the game you 

FIRST SHOTGUN: Reming-
ton Mohawk 48 12-gauge 
that “kicked like a mule”

CURRENT SHOTGUNS: 
Perazzi Mirage Sporting 
12-gauge, Browning XS 
28-gauge 

CHOKES: Briley S-2 

AMMO: B&P F2 Mach 
1-ounce 1,250 fps or RC3 
1-ounce 1,230 fps

EARWEAR: E.A.R. Inc. 

EYEWEAR: SGS shooting 
glasses

VEST: “Either an old 
Castellani my wife tries to 
hide or a new Barepelt.” 

CHRIS’ GEAR

p	Hunting with family, friends 
and his dogs is another of Chris’  
passions. 

p	Chris says his favorite game is sporting clays, although he also 
enjoys FITASC and Super Sporting. 

can truly control.” 
Chris has enjoyed many 

memorable shotgunning 
moments over the past two 
decades. One was at the 
2019 National Champion-
ship with his trusty 28-gauge 
when he won bronze in the 
Open class and gold in the 
Veterans class.   

“However, my favorite 
moment was made possible 
through sporting clays but 
involves my son Matthew,” 
said Chris. “Matt has had 
cerebral palsy since birth 
and endured more in his 33 
years than most of us do in 
a lifetime. He is my inspira-
tion. One day, I was talk-
ing with Jon Kruger about 

rest of my life!” 
Chris’ wife, Kathy, also 

enjoys the shotgun sports 
and frequently competes 
alongside her husband at 
sporting clays events.

“Kathy and I started a 
charity shoot for Ability 
Connection Colorado over 
18 years ago that has raised 
well over one million dol-
lars for Ability Connection 
so they can provide services 
to children and adults who 
are disabled or disadvan-
taged,” stated Chris. “Our 
Colorado shooters are great 
supporters in this endeavor, 
and we appreciate every one 
of them.”  

Chris and his family are 
an inspiring example of how 
the shooting sports can en-
rich our lives in so many dif-
ferent ways. 

how Matt had wanted to 
go turkey hunting for years. 
Jon looked at me and said, 
‘Let’s make this happen,’ 
and he did. Jon set up one 
of his 1100s on a tripod 
with a seat so Matt could 
hold and fire the shotgun. 
When a turkey finally came 
into range, Matt pulled the 
trigger and got it. I’m not 
sure who was happier, Jon 
or Matt, but it’s a priceless 
memory I’ll cherish for the 


