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 Congratulations to Darrell Farr, 
the 2012 Colorado State Cham-
pion.  Darrell had an outstand-
ing main event only missing 8 
targets over the two days with 
score of 192.  Darrell was fol-
lowed closely by Jamie Blei 
with a score of 191.  The high 
score was shot by Michael 
Coleman out of Texas with a 
total score of 194.  Class State 
Champions were: Master Dan 
Callahan (189), AA Guy Ghini 
(188), A James A. Bowman 
(180), B Rickey G McCann 
(178), C Adam Bird (164), D 
Brad Dorsey (145), E Robert 
Gaylor (137).  Concurrent 
Champions were: Lady; Terre 
Lane (162), Junior; Mike Lock 
(156), Sub Junior; Tristan 
Swayze (169), Veteran; Guy 
Ghini (188), Super Veteran; 
James A Bowman (180).  Con-
gratulations to all of our cham-
pions.  This years State shoot 
had over 180 shooters with 174 
competing in the main event.  
We had 31 out of state shoot-
ers from 11 states traveling as 
far away as Alaska and Geor-
gia.  Over 81,000 registered 
targets were thrown over 4 
days of competition.  Rivers 
Edge did an excellent job host-
ing the tournament.  Casey 

Chase handled the registration 
and scheduling smoothly and 
had the scores up quickly both 
at the club and online.  The 
dinner Saturday night was one 
of the best dinners that I have 
had at a sporting clay event.   

Jon Kruger set the targets for 
all of the events and did an 
outstanding job.  The targets 
could be hit by everybody and 
missed by everybody.  Jon let 
us beat ourselves on most of 
the courses but the targets 
were entertaining and never 
quite gave you a straight line.  
FITASC, won by Michael Cole-
man with a 92, with our own 
Jim Harbin only one target back 
at a 91, were stiffer than some 
of the other events, especially 
when a rare wind out of the 
southeast came up and pushed 
a teal on Parcour 3 into El Paso 
County.  But feedback I heard 
on the targets was that they 
were great and a good warm up 
for our shooters attending Na-
tionals.     

A big thank you goes out to the 
clubs, both in state and out of 
state, that supplied traps and/or 
personnel for our state shoot.  
These were Quail Run, Pikes 

Peak, Great Guns, Del Monte, 
Warren Watson, and our 
friends to the northeast Sidney 
Shooting Park. 

As promised at the annual 
meeting, we will be posting a 
survey out on the CSCA web-
site (www.cscaclub.com) short-
ly.  Please take a few minutes 
and go to the website and give 
us your feedback.  The website 
tracks responders by the com-
puter I.D. You will only be able 
to take the survey once per 
computer.  If you need paper 
copies to cover everybody in 
your household or if you do not 
have access to a computer let 
us know and we will send the 
survey to you. 

Thank you all for a fantastic 
year.  The board will continue 
to strive to improve your shoot-
ing experience. 
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The biggest comment I receive from 
shooters about what they like about 
competitive sporting clays is the peo-
ple that they meet.  I also find that to 
be true.  However, our sport is often 
emotionally charged from the desire 
to do well and when we don’t perform 
up to our expectations our emotions 
may get the best of us and we can 
act in ways that may offend our fel-
low shooters.   

This has happened at a few of our 
major shoots over the years.  At a 
recent board meeting this was a topic 
which was discussed and it was re-
quested that I write an article on the 
subject.   

The NSCA and the CSCA take the 
subject of shooter enjoyment very 
seriously and the subject is included 
in either the By-Laws or Rule book of 
both organizations.  The NSCA has 

Shooter Etiquette by Chris Higgins 
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sporting clays course.  Please re-
spect shooters that are in the station 
when you are driving by.  If the path 
is next to a station please stop for a 
minute when somebody is shooting.  
Let them finish their pair of targets or 
the station before proceeding for-
ward.  Some of these targets are hard 
enough to hit without adding in the 
noise or dust from a cart speeding 
by . 

We are in the fortunate position of 
having a good number of new shoot-
ers coming into our organization and 
some of these are youth shooters.  All 
we are asking is that we police our-
selves and remember that we are not 
the only ones on the course and 
strive to make the shooting experi-
ence an enjoyable one for everybody. 

 

For the first time in years all board positions are full.  However, there are several members 
who are up for reelection at the end of this year.  If you are interested in serving on the 
Board please contact John Meyers Jr. or any Board member.  If we have more candidates 
than positions a ballet will be sent out to the membership.  

outlined a Code of Conduct in the rule 
book and it defines unsportsmanlike 
conduct as 

“1. Exhibit unsportsmanlike conduct of 
any kind 
including but not limited to, falsifying 
scores or classification, cheating, swear-
ing, verbal or physical abuse of any 
shooter, scorer, field judge, shoot official 
or protest committee….” 

The Board does not want to take the 
position of conduct police.  However, if a 
complaint is filed we will thoroughly in-
vestigate the complaint and take action if 
warranted.  If a complaint is not re-
ceived, then the Board cannot take any 
formal action.  

One other issue that has been brought 
to the board is motorized cart or ATV 
use.  Over the years we have seen an 
increased number of vehicles on the 

The following items were voted upon and passed by the National Delegates in a vote on June 25, 2012. For more detailed 
information, please visit the NSCA website;  www.mynsca.com 

1. Change Number of Punches it Takes to Move Up in Class 
2. Class Review - Change Two Year Review Limit to One Year Review Limit 
3. Start All New Shooters in E Class Instead of D Class 
4. New Shooters from other Organizations can be Reviewed after 300 Targets are Shot and Input Into Database 
5. Count Previous Year's Last Quarter for Target Minimums for State Shoots, Regional Shoots, US Open and Nationals 
6. Adopt Rules for Super Sporting (Effective July 1, 2012) 

Rule Changes Effective January 1, 2013 

Board Member Positions 



 

Colorado’s toughest tournament, known as 
“The 626”, was held on May 5th and 6th.  
The event was truly a tale of six cities, with 
six unique shoots held at six different rang-
es throughout Colorado over two days.  
Most competitors felt the shooting was the 
easy part.  The toughest part was keeping 
your game face on over hundreds of miles 
of driving and over six hours of shooting 
each day.  Shooters started shooting each 
day at 8:00 AM and typically wrapped up 
shooting by 6:30 PM that evening.  The 
ranges that participated in the shoot were 
Quail Run, Peaceful Valley, Rivers Edge, 
Kiowa Creek, Colorado Clays and Great 
Guns 

HOA honors were awarded to Jon Kruger 
with runner up honors to Brett Williams.  
These were truly Colorado’s toughest 
shooters over the weekend. 

Participants rated the targets presented at 
each range after they completed their rota-
tion.  Based on these ratings the Shooter’s 
Choice honor and trophy was awarded to 
the Boy Scout Ranch range.  The beauty of 
the terrain and the targets presented by the 
Boy Scouts Ranch range provided both 
great variety and challenge for competitors 
of all levels. 

The event drew over 180 competitors from 
13 states, including Hawaii and 2 people 
from BC, Canada.  Feedback from the com-
petitors was overwhelmingly positive.  This 
being the third annual 626, the Colorado 
range owners and have definitely figured 
out how to run the event as a resounding 
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success. 

An outstanding story line from the 
event is that it welcomed junior shooter 
Michael Pistilli to his first registered 
shoot.  As a 16 year old junior shooter 
it took a tremendous amount of cour-
age and stamina to make the 626 his 
first shoot of his life.  With his entry fee 
sponsored by the Gary Lane Founda-
tion, Michael successfully shot all 600 
targets.  At the conclusion of the event, 
Michael stated, “I’m hooked.  That was 
something I’ll remember for the rest of 
my life.  Thank you to those in my 
squad.  I was surprised at how wel-
come everyone made me feel and how 
helpful everyone was.  Thank you also 
to the Gary Lane Foundation for help-
ing me get started in this sport.”  
Michael’s greatest accomplishment for 
the weekend was that his score in-
creased in each of the six shoots in the 
event.  Not bad for a newcomer to the 
sport! 

The Gary Lane Foundation was formed 
in 2011 in memory of former Colorado 
NSCA delegate, Gary Lane.  It is a 
charitable foundation that is dedicated 
to attracting new shooters to the sport 
and as Michael Pistilli would say 
“getting them hooked” on this sport we 
all love.  Anyone interested in support-
ing the foundation in any way can con-
tact Matt Lane at 
matt_lane@comcast.net. 
The 626 represents nearly all that is 
great about our sport.  It allows for 
deep camaraderie among competitors 

It was a marathon, definitely not a sprint – Colorado’s 626 by Matt Lane 

as they spend an entire weekend 
together.  It provides an opportunity 
to build new friendships.  It provides 
an extended opportunity to chal-
lenge oneself as a competitor and 
learn how to deal with streaks of 
success as well has streaks of chal-
lenges.  It provides an opportunity 
to test your shooting skills under a 
great variety of conditions, back-
drops, target setters and target 
presentations in a very short period 
of time.  And most importantly it 
gives participants a chance to com-
pete in a very unique and memora-
ble event.  After all, this game is 
about creating memories and hav-
ing a good time. 

Everyone that participated walked 
off the last range after shooting 
their 600th target with a sense of 
accomplishment whether they had 
reached their personal goal for the 
weekend or not.  By successfully 
completing the event, each and 
every competitor had truly earned 
the title of “Colorado’s Toughest”.  
When you see the 626 patch on the 
back of a shooter’s vest this sea-
son, take a minute to congratulate 
them on a job well done.  And then 
make sure and register for next 
year’s 626, to see if you are up for 
the challenge of earning the title 
yourself. 

A large contingent of Colorado Shooters are once again heading to the National Championship in San Antonio, 
Texas next week.  Good luck to all of our shooters.  If you are traveling to the shoot, Shawn Meyers has se-
cured a block of rooms near the shooting complex.  Details can be found on the CSCA website. The Higgins 
are throwing a BBQ for Colorado shooters. It will be Friday night at Space 8 in the campground at the NSCA 
complex. Please contact Chris via email (chiggins@higgins-and-associates.com) to let him know you will be 
coming by so we know how many pork shoulders to throw in the smoker!   

National Sporting Clay Championship—Oct 23-28, 2012 
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Thanks to our State Shoot sponsors 
 

  

 


